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Honorable Governor Jerry Brown
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA  95814


	RE: Transition Kindergarten Programs are a success!


Dear Governor Brown,

I am the superintendent of the Kingsburg Elementary School District in the central San Joaquin Valley.  At the request of the Fresno County Office of Education our district agreed to pilot a Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program.  Never in my 33 years of working in public education have I seen a program so rapidly take hold and change the lives of children!  This program is now a permanent part of our school system.

We have a great deal of research to indicate the program’s academic and social development successes.  However, in the interest of brevity, I will share just two indisputable facts.  First, EVERY student that has participated in our TK program scores higher than their contemporaries in regular kindergarten.  Second, the students that have been given this gift of time in TK have been able to adjust socially and emotionally to school and are now, even at their young age, leaders on their campus and have virtually no discipline challenges.  

Academic success, social growth, emotional maturity - TK gives children an enormous head-start on success in school!  It is a virtual certainty that without this opportunity these very same students would have struggled the remainder of their educational years.  Only time will demonstrate the end results when they graduate from high school, but based on what we have observed over the years in all of our students, TK children are prepared for great successes in their future!

I urge your continued support of the Transitional Kindergarten program.  To paraphrase the words of Carl Kohn in his comments at the recent TK Summit, “High quality early education gives us the best return on our investment.  Invest early to close the achievement gap.”  Finally we have an opportunity for children that truly works!  Thank you for the ability to provide this for our children in Kingsburg and for the rest of the children in California.

With deep appreciation,



Mark Ford, Ph.D.
Superintendent
1310 Stroud Avenue  Kingsburg, California 93631		(559) 897-2331  Fax (559) 897-4784
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